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Washington, D.C. – Today, Congressman Jerry McNerney (CA-11) announced that Corinne Tu, a student at Amador Valley High School in Pleasanton, received the distinct honor of being named one of this year’s 141 Presidential Scholars.  Tu was one of just eight students in California to win the award, which is based on the student’s academic excellence, artistic accomplishments, and civic contributions. 

“It is my privilege to announce that Corinne Tu has earned this prestigious award.  I am thrilled that Corinne is one of only eight Californians to become a Presidential Scholar because with her incredible academic achievement and her tremendous commitment to serving her community, Corinne truly deserves this recognition,” said Rep. Jerry McNerney. 

Tu, who was Miss Teen San Francisco 2007, will attend Harvard this fall.  She regularly spends at least 10 hours a week volunteering in the Bay Area, doing community service and helping with public benefit activities.  Tu is currently in Washington, D.C., through the weekend with Amador Valley High School’s ‘We the People’ team. 

“This is a very big honor,” Tu said when she learned of the award.  “There are so many talented youths in the nation that have so much to contribute.  I am honored to represent the next generation of youth in America.”

Established by Executive Order in 1964, the Presidential Scholar award recognizes high school seniors who have displayed outstanding achievements in academics as well as artistic excellence.   Each year the program invites more than 2,800 students to apply for recognition based on outstanding scores on the College Board SAT or ACT assessments.  Applicants are further evaluated on the basis of school reports and transcripts, leadership activities, and contributions to family, school and community. 

The Scholars will visit Washington, D.C., from June 21-24, 2008, to participate in a series of events that will culminate in a White House award ceremony. 
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